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Contact: 

Oliver Sertić, Public Relations Officer (oliver@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.426)

Hrvojka Begović, Press Service Manager (press@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.729)

'BLIND MOUNTAIN', 'HOLE' AND 'NATO BOMBED MY FAMILY' ANNOUNCED 
ZAGREB, October 22nd – 5th Zagreb Film Festival was inaugurated yesterday in a short opening ceremony in front of a crowded SC Cinema audience. The Festival was inaugurated by Festival Director Boris T. Matić, Festival Producer Hrvoje Laurenta and Duško Ljuština, member of the Council of the City of Zagreb in charge of education, culture and sport.

The opening was followed by a screening of 'The Trap', by Serbian filmmaker Srdan Golubović.   

At today’s press conference at 13.00 hours Li Yang, director of 'Blind Mountain', Marko Šantić, director of 'Hole' and Dana Jurčić, director of 'NATO Bombed My Family' announced their films, while Boris T. Matić spoke about the program and informed all present that 'Vip Bib For Kids' program was launched for a crowded audience at Europe Cinema.   

Li Yang has become acquainted with Zagreb audiences at 2nd Zagreb Film Festival when his film 'Blind Shaft' walked away with the Golden Pram Award and he was a member of the jury of the 3rd ZFF. 'It is a great pleasure to be back, I feel at home here', Yang began and went on to say:  'Blind Mountain' is a sequel of a kind to 'Blind Shaft', film telling another story about the life of lower social classes. I filmed it to resemble a documentary, to be as realistic as I could in my rendering of situations which still happen in China, unfortunately. However, in China there is a lot of censorship, so I had to come up with two endings – one for the international and another one for the Chinese audience.  Answering whether he intended to film the third sequel, Yang said it was unlikely that his next movie would be an actual sequel, but that it would most definitely deal with similar topics. 

Marko Šantić, another director returning to ZFF – last year he debuted with 'Good Luck, Nedim' – announced his new short film 'Hole' dealing with the issue of war veterans' suicides. 'While I was writing the script, I visualized Croatian actors Božidarka Frajt and Leon Lučev. I was pleasantly surprised when they accepted my invitation, after all it was a student production with a limited budget, but they proved to be real professionals.'  We asked Marko whether, after two successful shorts, he was getting ready for his feature debut but he said this would have to wait for a while and that he intended to come back to Croatia after graduation.  
Director Dana Jurčić announced her film, which is opening ZFF documentary selection today. Joining her at the press conference was one of the protagonists, Regina Jurčić. 'In Vancouver, where I come from, the Croats and the Serbs are not on good terms and, coming from a mixed marriage, I have often experienced problems. When the NATO, that Canada belongs to, attacked Serbia, where a part of my family lives, I felt both guilty and that I needed to do something. I filmed my family going through it all and was afraid that my aunt Milica from Belgrade might get mad at me, but eventually I found out that my family was strong enough to survive all', Dana Jurčić explained. 'This film was made to show that someone is a good person no matter where he or she comes from, namely I wanted to show that the Serbs can be good people, too.', Dana concluded. 
Although the Festival was officially opened yesterday, all our programs are kicking off today – 'Vip Bib For Kids' at 13.00 hrs, 'Matinees' at 14.00 hrs, Documentary Selection at 17.00 hrs, 'Elections' at 18.00 hrs, 'Club 100' at 19.00 hrs, 'My First Film' at 21.00 and Croatian selection 'Checkered' at 23.00 hrs, Boris T. Matić presented the programs.    
At tomorrow's press gathering in the Press Centre at 13.00 hrs , we'll have the company of Tito Fernandes, director of 'Indifferent', Jan Gassman, director of 'Chrigu', Maria Dinulescu, lead female role in 'California Dreamin' (Endless) by late Cristian Nemescu and Petar Orešković, director of 'Dead Man Walking' with his crew. 

Tuesday, October 23rd
Official Selection:   

Documentary films:

CHRIGU - r. Jan Gassmann, Christian Ziörjen / Switzerland                                                  
THE ITALIAN DOCTOR - r. Esben Hansen / Denmark                                                          
DEAD MAN WALKING - r. Petar Orešković / Croatia                                                 
SC Cinema, 17.00

Feature films:

HELMER & SON - r. Søren Pilmark / Denmark
SC Cinema, 09:00 and 20:00

EAGLE VS. SHARK - r. Taika Waititi / New Zealand
SC Cinema, 09.00 and 20.00

TRIPE AND ONIONS - r. Márton Szirmai / Hungary
SC Cinema, 11.00 and 22.30

CALIFORNIA DREAMIN' (ENDLESS) - r. Cristian Nemescu / Romania
SC Cinema, 11.00 and 22.30

BOTH - r. Bass Bréche / UK, Lebanon

SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe, 21.30
Checkered:

EVERYTHING'S GONNA BE ALRIGHT / r. Goran Dević / 26'

TAXIDEYO (story by Filip Peruzović, awarded at Palunko screenwriting workshop) / r. Mladen Burić / 8' 

THE NAIVETE OF BOYS / r. Josip Vujčić / 28' 

LET ME SLEEP / r. Sara Hribar / 30'

TRAVELLING / r. Antonio Gabelić  4' 

&TD Cinema, 23.00 
Matinees:
4 MONTHS, 3 WEEKS, 2 DAYS - r. Cristian Mungiu / Romania

SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe 21.30
Elections: 

A PRIVATE DECISION / produced by William C. Jersey / USA / 1968. 

TO THE ELECTION POLLS / r. Milan Katić /  Yugoslavia / 1946.


BELGRADE FOLLIES / r. Goran Marković / Serbia / 1997. 

&TD Cinema, 18.00 

My First Film 

CRISIS / Ingmar Bergman, Sweden 

&TD Cinema, 21.00 
Club 100
CHILDREN OF GLORY / r. Krisztina Goda / Hungary 

Europe Cinema, 19.00 

VIP Bib for Kids
THE LOST TREASURE OF THE NIGHTS TEMPLAR / r. Kasper Barfoed / Denmark  

Cinema Europe, 13.00 

Reruns of the Official Selection 

CHINA, CHINA, João Pedro Rodrigues, João Rui Guerra da Mata / Portugal

Cinema Europe, 10:00

BLIND MOUNTAIN, Li Yang / China 

Cinema Europe, 10:00

HOLE, Marko Šantić / Slovenia
Cinema Europe, 16.00 

THE BANISHMENT, Andrej Zvjagincev / Russia

Cinema Europe, 16.00 

Reruns of the Documentary Selection 

NATO BOMBED MY FAMILY, Dana Jurčić / Canada
VHS KAHLOUCHA, Nejib Belkadhi / Tunisia
IRANIAN KIDNEY BARGAIN SALE, Nima Sarvestani / Sweden
&TD Cinema, 11.00 
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