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Contact: 

Oliver Sertić, Public Relations Officer (oliver@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.426)

Hrvojka Begović, Press Service Manager (press@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.729)

NUMEROUS GUESTS PRESENTED THEIR FILMS 
ZAGREB, October 23rd – In the informal atmosphere of today's Zagreb Film Festival press gathering at 13.00 hours, 6 directors presented themselves and their films, screened today  

Jan Gassman, director of 'Chrigu' documentary, arrived from Switzerland. 'Chrigu' is a film about Jan's best friend and co-director Christian Ziörjen and it had its European premiere at Berlinale. 'Christian and I have been making films together for a long time. When he was diagnosed with cancer he wanted to make a movie about it. When the cancer spread he asked me to keep up the work by myself because he couldn't do it any more. He refused to make a sad movie, he wanted it to be as happy and optimistic as he was, Gassman told us. 'I wasn't looking for this film', he added, 'it presented itself to me. To me personally, and to Christian what matters is that this is a movie for the audiences, not merely for our circle of friends. In Switzerland it was seen by very many people and that’s what counts.'
Our second conference guest was Taika Waititi, young director from New Zealand whose film 'Eagle vs. Shark' will be screened at SC Cinema at 20.00 hrs tonight. ‘I made a film about people who don’t fit into social patterns, who stand out in 'cool' social circles.' Asked whether it was an indie comedy, Taika said: 'I’m not sure what indie means, but a comedy it certainly is', and added, 'The movie crew are all close friends because New Zealand is so small that we can’t help but knowing each other. We made this movie together out of love for movies.'  He concluded by adding that his Academy Award nomination for the short 'Two Cars, One Night' opened many doors and made it easier for him to make this film and distribute it worldwide. 

Maria Dinulescu, young Romanian actress visiting ZFF for the second time, announced, on behalf of the whole crew, 'California Dreamin' (Endless) by the tragically deceased director Cristian Nemescu. She began by saying: It is a great pleasure to be back in Zagreb, because ZFF 2003 was my first festival ever. That year our movie 'C Block Story', also directed by Cristian, won the award.' ‘All of us who have become successful Romanian directors, producers, actors and filmmakers – encountered each other at the University and developed a common view of what films should be about. Cristian was one of the gang. He was very shy, but he adored his audiences. He wanted to make art movies, but it was essential to him that they appeal to the audiences. Although he died before finishing 'California Dreamin', film producer Andrei Boncea decided to leave it as it was, unfinished. Despite all, the film has already earned a number of awards. Come and see it!' Dinulescu invited all. 

Esben Hansen and Jens Kjaer Jensen, directors of the documentary 'The Italian Doctor', are joining us from Denmark. Their film is a story about Doctor Alberto Cairo, Head of a Red Cross Orthopedic Clinic in Kabul, who takes care of mine victims in Afghanistan. 'When we set off to Afghanistan three years ago all we knew about him was what we had learned from the media. However, since we are both anthropologists, we hang around with people and that helped to open them up so they would speak freely about their lives to us.'  

Tito Fernandes closed the conference. His short film 'Indifferent' was screened yesterday in SC and Europe cinemas. 'This is my graduation movie, with this movie I wanted to open a new perspective on schizophrenia – to get inside my sick character’s head. The most curious of all was the perception of a distorted reality one finds in these people.' Asked whether he was ready for his first feature, Fernandes responded 'I believe so. It will deal with family issues and I will definitely send it to Zagreb Film Festival since this happens to be my first international film festival', he smiled.      
Wednesday, October 24th
Official Selection:   

Documentary films:

ECHO - Marko Popović, Ivana Lalić / Serbia                                                                               GHOSTS OF CITÉ SOLEIL - Asger Leth / Denmark                                                                     RENDEZ-VOUS - Marcin Janos Krawczyk / Poland                                                                   
SC Cinema, 17.00

Feature films:

WHAT DO I KNOW - Šejla Kamerić, Timur Makarević / Bosnia and Herzegovina

SC Cinema, 09.00 and 20.00                                  

JELLYFISH - Shira Geffen and Etgar Keret / Israel, France                                                                 SC Cinema, 09.00 and 20.00
STONE - John Comerford / Scotland

SC Cinema, 11.00 and 22.30                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

CONTROL - Anton Corbijn / UK, USA

SC Cinema, 11.00 and 22.30

CAN’T PLAY THE PIANO - Konstantinos Antonopoulos, Greece                                                                           SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe, 21.30

Matinees:                                                                                                                                                THE SAVAGES - Tamara Jenkins / USA
                                                                                  

SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe 21.30

Elections:
THE BEST MAN – Franklin James Schaffner / USA                                                             
&TD Cinema, 18.00

My First Film                                                                                                                                  THE WIDE BLUE ROAD - Gillo Pontecorvo / Italy, France, West Germany, Yugoslavia                           &TD Cinema, 21.00

LA NOIRE DE… - Ousmane Sembène / France, Senegal                                                              &TD Cinema, 23.00

Club 100                                                                                                                                             MATTI - r. Aleksi Mäkelä / Finland
Cinema Europe, 19.00

VIP Bib for Kids
TKKG AND THE MYSTERIOUS TIME MACHINE - Tomi Wigand / Germany                                                                              Cinema Europe, 13.00

Reruns of the Official Selection 

HELMER & SON -  Søren Pilmark / Denmark
Cinema Europe, 10.00

EAGLE VS SHARK - Taika Waititi / New Zealand
Cinema Europe, 10.00

TRIPE AND ONIONS - Márton Szirmai / Hungary
Cinema Europe, 16.00

CALIFORNIA DREAMIN' (ENDLESS) - Cristian Nemescu / Romania
Cinema Europe, 16.00

Reruns of the Documentary Selection 

CHRIGU - Jan Gassmann, Christian Ziörjen / Switzerland                                                  

THE ITALIAN DOCTOR - Esben Hansen / Denmark                                                          
DEAD MAN WALKING - Petar Orešković / Croatia

&TD Cinema, 11.00  
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