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Contact: 

Oliver Sertić, Public Relations Officer (oliver@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.426)

Hrvojka Begović, Press Service Manager (press@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.729)

5TH ZAGREB FILM FESTIVAL, DAY 5 

On the fifth day of the fifth Zagreb Film Festival seven guests were introduced – Onder Cakar and Feridun Koc (Takva), Elham Hossein Zadeh (Friend's Place, Enemy's Place), Lars Henning (Security) and 'The Living and the Dead' crew – Miro Barnjak, Domagoj Pavić and Slaven Knezović.  

We talked first to Onder Cakar, screenwriter and co-producer of the film 'Takva – A Man's Fear of God'. Asked whether his film was received well in Turkey, taking into account its provocative character and its religious criticism, Cakar explained: 'There were no problems; on the contrary, the audience received it very well. For sure, some didn't like it very much but that’s what we expected. But it was generally favorably reviewed. There were no attempts to ban the film, it even received some awards – at Anatalya Golden Orange Film Festival and Istanbul International Film Festival. It was an immense pleasure for us when it won awards at Sarajevo Film Festival and in Macedonia because we care a great deal about regional cooperation. The Turkish film is on the rise at the moment – a new generation of young and talented directors has appeared on the scene and we believe we'll be making many more good films', added Cakar. Feridun Koc, another film co-producer, joined the conference as well.        

Iranian director Elham Hossein Zadeh announced her second short film 'Friend's Place, Enemy's Place' with a monkey in the lead role. 'Thank you for inviting me to Zagreb. It's a wonderful thing to be able to see all these young people coordinating the entire Festival so well!', Zadeh began by saying, and added: 'This is a film adaptation of a short story by a great Iranian writer Sadegh Choobak and turning it into a film wasn't easy, everybody was talking me out of it. Having a monkey play the lead role is indeed weird, but I liked the story immensely and wouldn't give it up. I strive to express myself through films and what I care about the most is that they be understandable to all, not only the people in Iran.', Zadeh said.  
Lars Henning, director of the short film 'Security' explained that it was a story about a security guard at a supermarket, but also about the feeling of security. 'I got this idea for my movie while I was living in Hamburg, in the centre of the 'Red light district'. In my part of town you could find security officers everywhere, even in supermarkets. I believe it must be an extremely dull job, both lonesome and incredibly stupid, since no-one dares to steal when they are around, so it intrigued me to try to imagine what might happen if someone actually tried. Having a Polish girl stealing around is a cliché I wanted to play with – it would have been strange had I used it as a cliché only, instead I worked on it and I worked to discredit it.    
We ended the conference by presenting a part of the crew which worked on ‘The Living and the Dead’, film directed by Kristijana Milić  – producer Miro Barnjak, co-producer Domagoj Pavić and actor Slaven Knezović. 'Kristijan couldn’t join us here because of his other obligations, but he’ll be there tonight to announce the film', said Barnjak and went on: 'This is a Bosnian-Croatian film, but at the same time it’s a Croatian-Bosnian film as well and the difference doesn’t count at all. The story is geographically set in Bosnia and Herzegovina but it is a universal story in the first place, and the Bosnian and Croatian characteristics of the film are inseparable.' Barnjak looked back on the numerous awards the film received at Pula Film Festival: 'The eight Gold Arenas came as a huge surprise, nobody expected them. We never expected to get the main award at the International Film Camera Festival in Bitola either. However, I must say we invested a great deal of enthusiasm and love into the making of this film, maybe precisely because we’re all newcomers – the director, the producers, even the screenwriter. I believe our enthusiasm is perceptible on the screen.'   
Co-producer Domagoj Pavić commented briefly: 'It’s neither a Bosnian nor a Croatian film, this is Kristijan’s film and he did a hell of a job!' 

Slaven Knezović, one of the lead actors, started working with Milić in his student days and acted in most of Milić’s student films. 'He was known as the 'Croatian Hitchcock' back at the Academy, because he never did anything without spilling ten liters of blood at least! Milić has the ability to render things naked, to go all the way every time. I knew he would get to the core and make scenes which would shock the audiences. This is his signature, that’s all.' 

'The Living and the Dead' will be screened tonight at 22.30. in SC Cinema.
On schedule tomorrow, Friday, October 26th 
Official Selection:   

Documentary films:

GRAFFITI STREET –  Sergej Kreso / Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina
THE ALPHA DIARIES - Yaniv Berman / Israel

LOS BOR.BONES - Pilar Velázquez, Fran J.S.C., Anaiss Bartual / Spain
SC Cinema, 17.00

Feature films:

ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE ALPS - Janez Burger / Slovenia

SC Cinema, 09.00 and 20.00

KHADAK - Peter Brosens and Jessica Woodworth / Belgium, Germany, The Netherlands
SC Cinema, 09.00 and 20.00

MILAN - Michael Kezele / Germany, Serbia
SC Cinema, 11.00 and 22.30

ROOSTER’S BREAKFAST - Marko Naberšnik / Slovenia

SC Cinema, 11.00 and 22.30

WAVES - Adrian Sitaru / Romania 

SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe, 21.30

Matinees
3:10 TO YUMA - James Mangold / USA
SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe, 21.30

Elections
CROATIA 2000 – Rajko Grlić, Igor Mirković / Croatia
&TD Cinema, 18.00

My First Film
STORY OF A LOVE AFFAIR - Michelangelo Antonioni / Italy
&TD Cinema, 21.00

Club 100  

MÝRIN - Baltasar Kormákur / Iceland, Germany
Cinema Europe, 19.00

VIP Bib for Kids
THE HAIRY TOOTH FAIRY - Juan Pablo Buscarini / Argentina, Spain
Cinema Europe, 13.00

Reruns of the Official Selection 

FRIEND'S PLACE, ENEMY'S PLACE, Elham Hossein Zadeh / Iran 

Cinema Europe, 10.00

TAKVA – A MAN’S FEAR OF GOD, Özer Kiziltan / Turkey, Germany
Cinema Europe, 10.00

SECURITY, Lars Henning / Germany 

Cinema Europe, 16.00

THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, Kristijan Milić / Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Cinema Europe, 16.00

Reruns of the Documentary Selection 

SHABAN, Miloš Stojanović / Serbia 

WE ARE TOGETHER, Paul Taylor / UK 

GONE BALD, Jan Jaap Kuiper / The Netherlands 

&TD Cinema, 11.00
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