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Contact: 

Oliver Sertić, Public Relations Officer (oliver@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.426)

Hrvojka Begović, Press Service Manager (press@zagrebfilmfestival.com, 091/2496.729)

THE MOST CROWDED PRESS CONFERENCE OF ZAGREB FILM FESTIVAL – NINE DIRECTORS AND ONE SEVERINA 
Zagreb, October 26th – On the penultimate day of the 5th Zagreb Film Festival the number of guests meeting the audience and the press reached its peak – there were twelve. Adrian Sitaru, Pilar Velázquez, Miloš Stojanović, Jessica Woodworth, Sergej Kreso, Michaela Kezele, Janez Burger, Yaniv Berman and Marko Naberšnik announced their films in a pleasant atmosphere. Naberšnik was accompanied by his film crew - Franci Zajc, Saša Lošić and Severina Vučković. 

Adrian Sitaru, another Romanian director at ZFF, talked about his film ‘Waves’ which already earned him the Golden Leopard at the Locarno Festival and the Heart of Sarajevo at SFF. 'This was way too much for a director who has never filmed anything of significance', laughed Adrian and went on: 'I was really bewildered. Unfortunately, you don’t get to see short films in regular cinema distribution, so we’re currently presenting it at festivals only.'   

Pilar Velázquez, one of the directors of the documentary 'Los Bor.bones', referred to her film only briefly: 'The film is about the people who use plenty of imagination in building the instruments they play on. Although our budget was limited, I must confess I’m very happy with the result.'
'This is officially the first movie ever about Šaban Bajramović', Miloš Stojanović, director of ‘Shaban’ began by saying. 'I had a hard time getting close to Šaban, but since that was what I wanted the most, I made it. Most of it was filmed in Mostar, during a recording session for Shaban’s latest album. We’re hoping to go into distribution soon; we’re in the middle of negotiations at the moment. I’d like to thank Zagreb Film Festival for the invitation', Stojanović said.  
Introducing herself to the press next was Jessica Woodworth, one half of the marital – directorial couple Woodworth – Bronsens, whose film 'Khadak' will be screened in SC Cinema tonight at 20.00. 'The film was taken in Mongolia, in winter of 2006, at -35°C temperature. We took a certain amount of artistic freedom, but all beyond that was based on real life. The film tells a story of a talented boy, a nomad, who resists the fate of becoming a shaman. We wanted to evoke the feeling of bewilderment in our audiences.' According to some film critics, this is the best Belgian film of all times.   

Familiar to Zagreb audiences as the author of 'Symphony for a Street Musician' shown at ZFF in 2004, Sergej Kreso announced his new documentary – 'Graffiti Street'. 'The film is about La Banda band, part of the alternative scene in Sarajevo in the eighties. To a great extent it is also a film about Sarajevo and its rock scene which disappeared when the war broke out. The film breaths the spirit of the city and I wanted people who have never even been there to feel that spirit, too. 'Graffiti Street' is the title of one of our songs recorded shortly before the war, and when we all met in Sarajevo last year we realized that it announced the events which followed.'  
Michaela Kezele, German director of Croatian origin, presented her short film 'Milan'. ''Milan' is my graduation work. It was filmed last year, near Belgrade, and gives one day in the lives of two brothers during NATO attacks against Serbia. Still, the story could have happened anytime, anywhere and the universal character of the movie adds extra value.' 
Janez Burger, director of ‘On the Sunny Side of the Alps’ told us briefly: 'This is a simple film, there isn’t much to say about it. It’s a film about a regular, average Slovenian family, but the only difference is that it is played by black people. I wanted to express my own criticism of the frequent racist outburst we’ve had lately. These days people in Slovenia are judged by the colour of their skin and I happen to be a colour blind in that respect.'

Our next guest presenter was Yaniv Berman, director of 'The Alpha Diaries', the film which will have its world premiere at ZFF tonight. 'It took me five years to make this film. When it was finished, it made many people in Israel angry because now, for the first time, people abroad would see what it really means to serve in the Israeli army. Despite all, it was neither banned nor censored because the Government realized it would only boost its publicity.'  

In the second half of the conference we were joined by the film crew of 'Rooster’s Breakfast' which is on programme in SC Cinema tonight at 22.30. 'We took the box-offices on the first weekend of distribution in Slovenia and that made me very happy.’ said the young director Marko Naberšnik. 'It all began with the novel of the same title written by Ferio Lainšček, featuring Severina as one of the characters. I am glad that all the invited accepted to appear in the movie. This is my film debut!'  said Marko. 

The film producer Franci Zajc told us what it was like to make this movie: 'It took us a couple of months to prepare for the filming, but it would have never been made without the financial support of Jadran Film. I’d like to use this occasion to thank them. Although this is his first feature, you’d never guess Marko was a first-time director, he did his job so well.'   
Saša Lošić is the author of film scores. 'Marko is a shockingly benevolent person and he could get the most out of all of us in terms of creativity. We worked closely with the Slovenian Philharmonic and Nostalgija ethno band and I am very pleased it all turned out so well.' Loša added. 

At the very end of the conference Severina Vučković, who plays a supporting role in the movie – herself - addressed the press. 'I am extremely glad I could be a part of this project. I heard about the book for the first time some twelve, thirteen years ago. When I received an invitation to appear in the movie, it made perfect sense to accept. I don’t see why I should be played by someone else, after all I am still alive! Besides, it is very flattering to be portrayed in a literary work', Severina pointed out. 'I appear briefly in the movie, while my manager is mentioned a great deal more. Making it was one of the more pleasant life experiences and I’d like to thank you all for coming here to support this film', Severina concluded. 

Tomorrow’s press conference starts at 13.00 hours, at the Press Centre. We’ll have the Academy Award winner Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck as our special guest and the representatives of the three juries of 5th Zagreb Film Festival will announce the winners. 

The award presentation and the closing ceremony will take place on Saturday, October 27th 2007, at 20.00 hours, in SC Cinema. 

Saturday, October 27th 2007
Official Selection:   

Documentary films:

GRAFFITI STREET – Sergej Kreso / Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina

THE ALPHA DIARIES - Yaniv Berman / Israel

LOS BOR.BONES - Pilar Velázquez, Fran J.S.C., Anaiss Bartual / Spain

&TD Cinema, 11.00

Feature films:

ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE ALPS - Janez Burger / Slovenia

Cinema Europe, 10.00

KHADAK - Peter Brosens and Jessica Woodworth / Belgium, Germany, The Netherlands

Cinema Europe, 10.00

MILAN - Michael Kezele / Germany, Serbia

Cinema Europe, 16.00

ROOSTER’S BREAKFAST - Marko Naberšnik / Slovenia

Cinema Europe, 16.00

WAVES - Adrian Sitaru / Romania 

SC Cinema, 14.00, Cinema Europe, 21.30

I’M NOT THERE – Todd Haynes / USA (out of competition) 

SC Cinema, 20.00 

VIP Bib for Kids:

Rerun of the best film in VIP Bib for Kids Selection according to children audiences 
Cinema Europe, 12.00
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